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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT: 

ARTICLE HISTORY: It is possible that the secret to exceptional writing 

l+ies not in fancy vocabulary, but in the depth of the 

words we already know? Yes, it is true. Multi-

meaning words-those ordinary yet versatile tools of 

language-hold the potential to transform writing 

from plain to powerful. Vocabulary is a crucial 

component of the English language that must be 

mastered to develop strong writing and reading 

skills. Writing requires a diverse range of 

vocabulary to construct varied sentences, while 

reading demands an understanding of the multiple 

meanings of words depending on their context within 

sentences. 
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INTRODUCTION.  In writing the goal is not only to communicate but to captivate, 

persuade, and inspire. Multi-meaning vocabulary allows writers to achieve this by adding 

depth, flexibility, and nuance to their expression. A single word, when used effectively, can 

carry layers of meaning making sentences richer and more engaging. This article explores 

the effectiveness of multi-meaning vocabulary in improving writing skills. It delves into 

how mastering such words can expand expressive possibilities, enhance creativity, and 

bring clarity and sophistication to writing. By understanding and utilizing the power of these 

words, writers can elevate their craft and connect more profoundly with their audience. The 

study participants were Management students from the fourth and sixth semesters. 
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Descriptive analysis was conducted for each variable to assess students’ English 

proficiency. Linear regression analysis was used to examine the impact of independent 

variables on the dependent variable, while moderating regression analysis was applied to 

evaluate the moderating effect. The findings confirmed that vocabulary had a significant 

positive influence on writing skills. Additionally, reading skills moderated the relationship 

between vocabulary and writing skills. Future research can explore experimental studies on 

vocabulary, writing, and reading.  

Therefore, vocabulary plays a vital role in learning English, serving as a foundation for 

both writing and reading proficiency. This research aims to examine the impact of 

vocabulary mastery on English writing skills. Additionally, it explores whether reading 

ability moderates this relationship by either strengthening or weakening the connection. The 

study employed moderated regression analysis as its primary method and utilized tests as 

research instruments. These instruments were verified to be both valid and reliable. 

MAIN PART 

Multi-meaning words are those that carry different meanings based on the context in 

which they are used. For instance, the word “bat” can refer to a flying mammal or a piece of 

sports equipment. Similarly, “light” can mean illumination, something not heavy, or a way 

of describing an easy or gentle touch. Writers who master the use of such words can create 

more engaging, versatile, and sophisticated texts. 

Expanding writing through multi-meaning vocabulary 

Using multi-meaning vocabulary allows writers to vary their word choice, avoiding 

repetition and making their writing more dynamic. Instead of using the same word multiple 

times, a writer can choose a word that fits different contexts, show casing linguistic depth. 

For example, instead of repeating “bright” to describe both a well-lit room and an intelligent 

person, a writer can use “luminous” for the former and “brilliant” for the letter. Word choice 

is also key in developing an author’s unique style. Most communicators aim to be concise, 

precise, and straightforward by eliminating unnecessary or overly decorative language, and 

opting for words that accurately convey their intended meaning. Using specific, clear 

words-such as active verbs, concrete nouns, and well-chosen adjectives-ensures that readers 

grasp the message of the sentences. Essentially, words choice involves selecting words that 

best support the purpose of the text, talking into account each word’s exact meaning, 

connotations, and denotations. 

Encouraging critical thinking and contextual awareness 
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Polysemous words require writers to consider carefully, leading to more thoughtful 

writing. For example, the word “bank” could mean a financial institution or the side of a 

river. Writers must determine the correct usage based on surrounding words and ideas, 

which strengthens their analytical and problem-solving skills in writing.  The dictionary 

defines context as “circumstances that form the setting for an event, statement, or idea, and 

in terms of which it can be fully understood.” Contextual awareness, therefore, is the ability 

to perceive and interpret your environment, adjust your decisions, and adapt your behaviors 

accordingly. Critical thinking is vital in academic settings because it empowers you to 

analyze texts, evaluate evidence, construct logical arguments, and grasp complex concepts-

ultimately leading to improved academic performance. In practice, thinking critically means 

applying reason and logic to evaluate arguments and draw your own conclusions
21

. Rather 

than simply reciting facts or providing textbook responses, critical thinking encourages you 

to explore deeper, allowing you get to the core of your own beliefs and ideas. 

Enhancing creativity and word 

Multi-meaning vocabulary allows for wordplay, metaphors, and double meaning that 

make writing more engaging and imaginative. Writers can use polysemous words to create 

puns, jokes, and rhetorical effects that capture readers’ interest. For instance, in poetry or 

advertising, a phrase like “a bright future” plays on the multiple meanings of “bright” (both 

intelligent and full of light/hope)  Word play refers to the creative manipulation of 

language-experimenting with words, sounds, meanings, and associations-to discover new 

ways to express ideas. In vocabulary instruction, it’s crucial because it actively engages 

students with new words, moving beyond merely seeing, hearing, or repeating them
22

. 

When students play with words, they interact with language in a meaningful way, making it 

more likely that the vocabulary will become an integral part of their daily lives. This is 

especially important given that many students already struggle with limited vocabularies, 

and without explicit, engaging instruction, these gaps tend to widen over time. Ultimately, 

word play helps deepen understanding and retention, supporting overall reading and writing. 

CONCLUTION 

Multi-meaning vocabulary is powerful tool for enhancing writing skills. By expanding 

word choice, encouraging critical, fostering creativity, and improving academic and 

professional writing, polysemous words enable writers to craft more effective and engaging 

                                         
21
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texts. Developing a strong understanding of these words allows for richer expression and a 

more sophisticated command of language, ultimately improving overall communication 

skills. The analysis results can be concluded in two key points. First, which states that 

vocabulary has a positive and significant effect on writing skills, is accepted. This is 

because having a rich vocabulary allows individuals to express their ideas more freely in 

writing. Second, which suggests that reading skills moderate the relationship between 

vocabulary and writing skills, is also accepted. This implies that reading skills influence 

how vocabulary impacts writing ability. A person with strong vocabulary knowledge is 

likely to enhance their writing skills through reading. However, a limitation of this research 

is that the test was conducted online during the pandemic, which may have affected the 

accuracy of the results. The findings confirm that vocabulary has a significant positive 

impact on writing skills. A person with an extensive vocabulary can express ideas more 

freely and effectively in written form. Reading skills play a moderating role in the 

relationship between vocabulary and writing skills. This means that individuals who 

develop strong reading habits are likely to enhance their vocabulary, which in turn improves 

their writing ability. 
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