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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT: 

ARTICLE HISTORY: Though its appeal frequently cuts across age and 

gender, shonen manga, a well-known genre within 

the larger Japanese comics scene, primarily appeals 

to young males. With its action-packed plots, vibrant 

illustrations, and recurrent themes of friendship, 

tenacity, and self-improvement, shonen manga has 

become a global phenomenon that has influenced 

video games, anime, and other aspects of popular 

culture. This synopsis explores the genre's 

distinguishing traits, recurrent themes, and well-

known subgenres, acting as an introduction for those 

unfamiliar with it. It looks at the narrative structures 

that are frequently used, such as the protagonists' 

development through training arcs and power-ups, 

and the focus on rivalry and teamwork. A foundation 

for comprehending the cultural significance and 

ongoing appeal of this dynamic and important genre 

will also be provided by the abstract's brief 

discussion of the historical background of shonen 

manga's evolution and its effects on the global 

comics market. 
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INTRODUCTION.  Japanese mangas and anime are not only popular in Japan but also 

have millions of readers and viewers worldwide. The term manga originated in the 19th 

century in Japan and refers to graphic novels or comics. Japanese mangas have a long 

history and have developed to this day into a popular genre. Most mangas are also animated, 

and anime and video games are created based on them. The difference between Japanese 

mangas and American comics is that manga characters are depicted in black and white. We 
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have learned to appreciate interesting American comics in various color combinations, but 

this is different for mangas. Printing Japanese mangas in black and white and with graphics 

is an excellent way conceived to save costs. We know that Japanese writing is read 

vertically from right to left; I think that with a little practice, it will be easier for you to read 

mangas in this style as well. 

Japanese mangas are not only for young children but are translated into many languages 

worldwide due to being written for various age categories and in different styles. So let's get 

acquainted a bit with the types of Japanese Manga: Shonen Manga (少年漫画)- This manga 

genre, translated as 'young boy,' mainly attracts teenagers with its strong ties of friendship, 

rich battle scenes, and interesting stories about students’ school life. The primary readers of 

this genre are adolescent boys aged 12-18 who are fans of action and fantasy. In the Shoujo 

Manga (少女漫画 – “young girl”) genre, the focus is primarily on relationships and 

emotions. The character development of manga heroes, visually appealing art style, and the 

genre’s wide assortment define its uniqueness. Since it targets girls aged 12-18, the feelings 

and relationships of the manga characters are mainly depicted in romantic styles. Seinen 

Manga (青年漫画 - 'young man') is intended for a younger audience and often explores 

more mature and complex genres. The artistic style in Seinen manga tends to be more 

realistic and detailed than in Shonen manga. Josei Manga (女性漫画 – “women’s manga’ or 

manga for women) often explores complex and realistic themes related to the lives of adult 

women. You may encounter themes such as personal development, family relationships, 

social life, and work-related issues. Josei manga often features complex and well-developed 

female characters who overcome challenges of adulthood. Although romance is a common 

theme in Josei manga, the complexity of relationships, whether romantic or familial, often 

takes center stage. Kodomo Manga (子供漫画 – “children's manga” or “manga for 

children”) differs from Shonen and Shoujo in that it has a broader age range and more 

complex themes while being read by younger viewers. This genre stands out from others 

with its simple stories, entertaining scenes, interesting characters, charming and appealing 

art style, as well as a clear and understandable reading style.  

Shonen manga is one of the first genes that are distinguished in the Japanese Manga 

Industry.Shonen means comics designed for boys and mainly for boys aged 12-18. The 

difference between Shonen Mangan is describing his black-and-white motion, heroism and 

fantastic topics. This genre was famous in the 1920s, in 1907 it was published in Shonen 

Pakku. The main topics in Manga in the pre-war period were the heroism of patriotic and 
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samurai fighters. The impact of World War II cannot be ignored. During this time, Manga 

often refers to the emperor, focusing more on sports, war and battle scenes. This 

significantly increased the mana's salvation. Akira Thajai's «Dragon Ball», Eyicho, has 

gained great popularity in «Naruto» films «Naruto». Shonen Manga heroes have a 

psychological effect on heroic effects to overcome heroic situations by showing heroic 

situations and demonstrating difficult situations. Manga fans are inspired by these combat 

scenes. Shonen Manga is usually engaged in fantastic topics, martial arts, friendship, 

romantic relationships, and daily life. The qualities of heroes are described in skill in black 

and white pictures. Munyuuki Kaneshiro “Blue Lock” Manga is about the secret Academy, 

organized by the Special Football Academy to win the World Cup. The academy will 

demonstrate the personal growth of talented young players in competitive young players and 

football. In addition, Haikyuu mangas of Haruichi Furudate is devoted to volleyball and 

describes the growth and success of the high school team. “One Piece”, “Dragon Ball” and 

“Naruto” - Anime synonym is the synonym of a small genre. They had a great influence on 

the development of the manga and the animation not only. The dragonfly marks a Dragon 

Pearl -, as well as the strengthening forces and the protective forces, and the protagonist, 

who strives for improvement. The fans generated the path of Goku and its changes, and 

influenced the countless creators in pop culture and influenced the innumerable creators. 

Naruto then came together with the contents of the ninja world, a complex history and 

interesting heroes of friendship, determination, and important brightness of epic battles. The 

audience saw resonance from the evil to hero and show, as well as the periodic issues of 

superstition, and hatred, as well as the evil. One Piece is a huge adventure that perfectly 

reflects the essence of adventure and friendship. The fans were amazed to be the king of 

robbers and the wary and strange crew were a rich and strange crew because of the 

construction of a rich emotional content, humorous and creative world. Many were reflected 

in One Piece emphasizing the implementation of your freedom and its own ambitions. 

These animations effectively told the story in addition to these icons. They showed how 

delicate characters that can be excited and emotionally, how to develop attractive 

environment and interesting plots. In fact, Dragon score, Naruto and One Piece has raised 

the bar to Shonen Manga and set the standard to achieve many serials. They not only arose 

millions of people, but also inspired the countless creators to expand their boundaries of 

genre, ensuring that Shonen Manga will continue to develop and attract the audience all 

over the world. 
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In conclusion, the impact of shonen manga is undeniable and far-reaching.  From its 

profound influence on the anime industry and the video game landscape to its permeation of 

global pop culture, shonen's energetic storytelling, memorable characters, and focus on 

themes of friendship, perseverance, and self-improvement have resonated with audiences 

worldwide. The enduring appeal of the genre lies in its ability to tap into universal human 

experiences, offering escapism, inspiration, and a sense of community. Whether you're a 

seasoned manga reader or a curious newcomer, the world of shonen offers a treasure trove 

of exciting adventures waiting to be discovered. We encourage you to delve further into this 

vibrant world, explore its diverse range of titles, and experience the thrill of shonen manga 

for yourself. 
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