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Umirova Zamira Turayevna *
! Qashgadaryo viloyati Yakkabog' tumani 10-umumiy o'rta ta'lim
maktabi 2-toifali ingliz tili fani o'qgituvchisi

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT:

ARTICLE HISTORY: This article explores the significance of word
Received: 29.11.2025 formation in primary education, highlighting the
Revised: 30.12.2025 fundamental methods through which young learners
Accepted: 31.03.2025 acquire new vocabulary. The study analyzes key

techniques,  such as affixation, compounding, and

blending, ‘which aid in vocabulary expansion. The

KEYWORDS: research_further. examines pedagogical approaches

Word formation, _ that enhance students' understanding of word

primary education, formation, /ensuring.a strong linguistic foundation
affixation, for future Janguage-learning.

compounding,
vocabulary
development,
morphology, language
acquisition.

Introduction.  Language development in primary education is a crucial aspect of a
child's cognitive and linguistic growth. Weord-formation plays a key role in vocabulary
expansion, enabling students to grasp thesstructure and meaning of new words. Primary
school students encounter various word, formation processes that help them understand
language rules and patterns. This article. aims to“explore different word formation
techniques and their effectiveness in impro_ving'linguistic competence among young
learners. :

Analysis and Discussion

1. The Importance of Word Formation in Primary Education

Language acquisition is one of the most crucial aspects of early education, as it lays the
foundation for effective communication, comprehension, and cognitive development. Word
formation, as a key component of language learning, enables children to recognize,
understand, and create new words. This process is particularly significant in primary
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education because it helps young learners develop linguistic awareness, improve their
reading and writing skills, and expand their vocabulary.

Primary school students are at a stage where they are continuously exposed to new words
and concepts. The ability to break down words into smaller, meaningful components allows
them to decode unfamiliar vocabulary, thereby improving their overall language
proficiency. Additionally, word formation contributes to students’ ability to express
themselves more clearly, both in oral and written communication.

2. Major Processes of Word Formation in Primary Classes

There are several processes through which new words are formed in English.
Understanding these processes helps primary school students make sense of the language
and learn new words efficiently. The following are some of the most common word
formation techniques taught in primary classes:

a. Affixation

Affixation is the process of adding prefixes and-suffixes to a root word to change its
meaning. It is one of the most common word formation techniques used in English.
Affixation plays a significant role in vocabulary development as it allows students to create
multiple words from a single base word. |

o Prefixes: A prefix is added to the beginning-of a word to alter its meaning. Some
common prefixes include: :

oUn- (e.g., happy — unhappy, kind — unkind) .

oRe- (e.g., do — redo, write — rewrite) :

oPre- (e.g., school — preschool, view —>-preview)

« Suffixes: A suffix is added to the end-of-a"word, often changing its grammatical
category. Some common suffixes include

o-er (e.g., teach — teacher, write — writer)

o-Nness (e.g., happy — happiness, kind — kindness)

o-ly (e.g., quick — quickly, sad — sadly) .

By learning affixation, students become more capable of understanding the relationships
between words and can decipher meanings based on their structure.

b. Compounding

Compounding is the process of forming new words by combining two or more
independent words. This technique is useful for young learners as it helps them see how
different words can be linked together to form new meanings.

Examples of compound words include:
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« Noun + Noun: (e.g., toothbrush, notebook, sunflower)

o Adjective + Noun: (e.g., blackboard, greenhouse, highchair)

o Verb + Noun: (e.g., pickpocket, breakfast, scarecrow)

Teaching compounding encourages students to recognize word patterns and understand
how words interact with one another in a sentence.

c. Blending

Blending involves merging parts of two words to create a new term. This process is
commonly used in English, particularly in modern vocabulary development. Many blended
words are frequently used in everyday conversations, making this an engaging topic for
primary students. ' '

Examples of blended words include:

o Brunch (breakfast + lunch)

« Smog (smoke + fog)

o Motel (motor + hotel) :

Blending introduces students to the idea’ of creative word construction, allowing them to
experiment with language in a fun and interactive way:.

d. Clipping and Abbreviation |

Clipping is the shortening of longer words while-retaining their meaning. Abbreviations
function similarly but often involve initial letters.

Examples of clipped words:

o Phone (from telephone)

o Exam (from examination)

« Photo (from photograph) |

Abbreviations, on the other hand, are cammonly seen’/in everyday communication:

o TV (television)

o ATM (automated teller machinge)

o D (identification)

Teaching clipping and abbreviation helps students recognize how language adapts and
simplifies over time, making words easier to use in daily conversations.

e. Reduplication

Reduplication is the process of repeating a word or part of a word to create a new form.
This is often seen in informal speech, children’s language, and onomatopoeic expressions.

Examples include:

o Bye-bye
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o Tick-tock

o Chit-chat

This method of word formation enhances phonological awareness and helps children
develop better pronunciation and rhythm in their speech.

3. Effective Teaching Strategies for Word Formation

To ensure that students grasp word formation techniques effectively, educators can
implement various strategies that cater to different learning styles. The following are some
of the most effective approaches used in primary classrooms:

a. Interactive Games and Activities

Games and activities create a fun and engagihg learning environment, making it easier
for students to understand and remember new words. Some effective word formation games
include: ‘

« Prefix and Suffix Matching: Students match base words with appropriate prefixes
and suffixes. :

« Compound Word Puzzles: Children are given halves of compound words and must
pair them correctly.

« Blending Bingo: Students identify blended. words based on clues given by the
teacher.

b. Storytelling and Contextual Learning

Introducing new words through storytelling helps students understand their usage in
context. Teachers can highlight specific word.formation techniques within a story and
encourage students to identify them.

c. Visual Aids and Flashcards ‘

Using visual representations such as flashcards, posters, and charts helps reinforce word
formation rules. Color-coded charts showing prefixes, suffixes, and root words make it
easier for students to comprehend relationships between words.

d. Group Discussions and Role-Playing '

Encouraging students to use newly formed words in conversations and role-playing
exercises enhances retention and practical usage. For example, in a “Word Detective”
activity, students search for word formation examples in books and classroom materials.

e. Worksheets and Writing Exercises

Structured exercises that require students to create words using specific formation
techniques reinforce learning. Examples include:

« Fill-in-the-blank exercises with prefixes and suffixes
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o  Writing short stories using compound words

o Creating a personal dictionary of new words

4. Challenges in Teaching Word Formation

Despite its benefits, teaching word formation in primary education comes with
challenges, such as:

« Difficulty in understanding abstract word formation rules

« Confusion between similar affixes (e.g., -er vs. -or for noun formation)

o Limited exposure to blended and clipped words in formal education

To address these challenges, teachers should incorporate a mix of traditional and
innovative teaching methods, ensuring that students have ample opportunities for practice
and reinforcement. ,

5. Long-Term Benefits of Learning Word Formation

Developing a strong understanding of waord formation techniques has long-term benefits
for students, including: :

« Improved vocabulary acquisition®

« Stronger reading comprehension skills

« Better writing proficiency |

« Increased confidence in language use

By mastering word formation early, on, students gain a solid linguistic foundation that
supports their academic growth and communication abilities.

Conclusion |

Word formation is a vital component of primary.education, aiding students in vocabulary
growth and language comprehension. By understanding various word formation techniques,
young learners can improve their linguistic.abilities and develop a stronger grasp of the
English language. Effective teaching strategies, such as‘games, storytelling, and interactive
activities, play a significant role in reinforcing these concepts. Further research is needed to
explore the long-term impact of word formation instruction on literacy development in
primary education.

References:

1. Bauer, L. (2003). Introducing Linguistic Morphology. Edinburgh University Press.

2. Crystal, D. (2010). The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language. Cambridge
University Press.

Volume 2 Issue 7 [March 2025] Pages | 281


https://spaceknowladge.com/

JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

Volume 2, Issue 7, March, 2025

https://spaceknowladge.com

Online ISSN: 3030-3508

3. Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., & Hyams, N. (2018). An Introduction to Language.
Cengage Learning.

4.

©®~N o,

10 Pinker, S. (1994). The Language Instinct:

Katamba, F. (1993). Morphology. Macmillan.

Lieber, R. (2009). Introducing Morphology. Cambridge University Press.

Matthews, P. (1991). Morphology. Cambridge University Press.

Plag, I. (2003). Word Formation in English. Cambridge University Press.

Spencer, A. (1991). Morphological Theory. Blackwell.
Yule, G. (2016). The Study of Language. Cambridge University Press.

HarperCollins.

How the Mind Creates Language.

Volume 2 Issue 7 [March 2025]

Pages | 282


https://spaceknowladge.com/

