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Instroduction. The English language, isa living, evolving entity that constantly adapts to
the changing realities of society, technology,..and culture. One of the fundamental
mechanisms that fuel this evolution is:word ‘formation. Word formation encompasses a
variety of linguistic processes that enable the creation of new lexical units, thus enriching
the vocabulary and enhancing the expressive capabilities of the language. Understanding the
role of word formation is crucial for comprehending the dynamics of lexical expansion and
the flexibility of English to integrate novel concepts, phenomena, and inventions. This study
aims to explore the principal word formation processes, including affixation, compounding,
conversion, blending, clipping, and acronymy, and to analyze their significance in
promoting linguistic innovation and diversity within the English lexicon.

Word formation processes significantly contribute to the vitality and growth of the
English vocabulary. Affixation, the addition of prefixes or suffixes, remains the most
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productive means of forming new words (e.g., "happiness,” "unbelievable™). This
morphological process not only extends the inventory of words but also modifies
grammatical functions and semantic nuances.

Compounding, wherein two or more words are combined to create a new lexical item
(e.g., "notebook," "football"), serves as a powerful method for generating terms that
encapsulate complex ideas efficiently. The semantic transparency of many compounds
facilitates comprehension while promoting lexical economy.

Conversion (also called zero-derivation) enables a word to shift its grammatical category
without morphological alteration (e.g., "to email” from “email™ as a noun). This process
exemplifies the syntactic flexibility inherent in English and supports the language's
adaptability to modern needs.

Blending and clipping also play crucial roles, particularly in informal registers and
technological contexts. Examples like | "brunch® « (breakfast + lunch) and "ad"
(advertisement) reveal how efficiency and creativity drive lexical innovation.

Moreover, the phenomenon of acronymy has _grown substantially in contemporary
English, influenced by technological and “scientific. advancements (e.g., "NASA)"
"COVID")[1] '

It is important to note that word formation is net.merely a mechanical process but is
deeply intertwined with socio-cultural contexts. Factors such as globalization, digital
communication, and multicultural interactions continuously stimulate the generation of new
terms, reflecting emerging realities and reshaping language practices.

Word formation is a vital component in.the-development and enrichment of both English
and Uzbek vocabularies. However, due!to'typological and structural differences between
these languages, the mechanisms and ‘characteristics’ of word formation exhibit both
similarities and distinctive features.

In English, word formation heavily relies on processes such as affixation (prefixation and
suffixation), compounding, conversion, blending, and acronymy. English demonstrates
considerable flexibility, particularly through conversion—changing a word's grammatical
category without morphological modification (e.g., "to email” from "email™). This trait
significantly contributes to the dynamic and adaptive nature of the English lexicon,
especially in the context of globalization and technological advancement.

In contrast, Uzbek, a Turkic and agglutinative language, primarily utilizes affixation—
especially suffixation—as its most productive method of word formation. In Uzbek, words
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are generally formed by adding a sequence of suffixes to a base word, maintaining strict
morphological transparency. For instance:

Kitob (book) — Kitobxon (reader) — Kitobxona (library). Each suffix incrementally
adds semantic detail, and the process is highly regular and rule-governed compared to
English[2]

Compounding is also common in both languages, although in Uzbek, compounds are
often written as separate words (e.g., qiz bola - "girl" [literally, "girl child"]), whereas
English typically uses solid compounds or hyphenated forms (e.g., "football," "mother-in-
law™).

Moreover, blending and acronymy are more Widespread and innovative in English due to
sociocultural and technological influences. ‘In' Uzbek, while acronyms exist (e.g.,
O‘zbekiston Respublikasi Prezidenti — Q‘RP), their formation is more formalized and
primarily occurs in institutional or governmental contexts rather than in everyday speech[3]

One significant difference is the absence/of conversion in Uzbek. A noun cannot directly
become a verb without affixation. For instance, to _derive a verb from a noun, a specific
verbal suffix must be attached (e.g., do‘st [friend] — do“stlashmoq [to become friends]).

Key Comparative Points:

Feature English Uzbek

Major Process Affixatio

n, Conversion, Compounding Affixation (Suffixation), Compounding
Use of Conversion Very common Rare (requires suffix)

Blending and Acronymy Highly productive Limited, more formal

Morphelogical Type Analytic / Synthetic Agglutinative

Example Friend” - "befriend Do'st” = "Da'stlashmoq”

Thus, while both languages enrich their vocabularies through word formation, English
exhibits greater morphological flexibility jand informal creativity, whereas Uzbek
demonstrates systematicity and agglutinative precision.

In conclusion, word formation is a dynamic force underpinning the expansion and
modernization of the English lexicon. Analyzing these processes provides valuable insights
into linguistic creativity, semantic development, and the ongoing evolution of English as a
global language.
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