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INTRODUCTION. Historical and afchitectural monuments are the embodiment
of a nation’s past, culture, art, religious beliefs, and architectural capabilities. They
reflect centuries of history, ancient traditions, and stages of societal development. Each
historical monument is a symbol of national memory, representing the way of life,
worldview, social and religious values of past generations. Therefore, preserving,
restoring, and passing these monuments on to future generations is one of the most
important duties of any society.’

Ancient cities located in Uzbekistan such as Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva,

" Ismailov U.M. History of independent Uzbekistan (1991-2021). - Tashkent: Uzbekistan, 2021. - 280 p.
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Shakhrisabz, and Termez are famous worldwide for their architectural monuments,
each possessing a unique artistic style, concept, and historical significance. Among
these monuments are mosques, madrasas, mausoleums, minarets, and palaces that
reflect the architectural progress and artistic level of their respective eras. For this
reason, the process of restoring these monuments is a complex and responsible task
that requires a deeply scientific approach.

Restoration involves not only the reconstruction of the external appearance of the
monuments but also aims to recreate them in a way that remains faithful to historical
authenticity. This includes archaeological excavations, scientific research, historical
sources, and ancient design plans. The- proCess requires collaboration between
craftsmen, art historians, historians, architects, and restorers. The goal is to revive not
only the monument's visual beauty but also its inner Spirit, historical function, and
aesthetic character.

Restored monuments provide current generations with an opportunity to engage in a
living dialogue with history. Through them, young people become acquainted with
their past, draw inspiration from their ancestots’ creativity, and develop a sense of
national pride. Additionally, restored monuments.promote tourism, increase economic
activity, and enhance Uzbekistan’s reputation on- the international stage. The
restoration of sites listed on the UNESCO World Heritage List draws international
attention and supports the development of cooperation with other countries.

In recent years, the restoration of historical monuments has become one of the top
priorities of state policy in our country. Under the initiative of the President, many
architectural landmarks such as Shohi Zinda in-Samarkand, Ichan Qala in Khiva, the
Poyi Kalon complex in Bukhara, the ruins,of Amir Temur’s palace in Shakhrisabz, and
the mausoleum of Hakim Termizi in Termez have been repaired and restored to their
original condition. These efforts are carried out, using modern technologies alongside
traditional craftsmanship. Special attention is given to maintaining ecological balance,
historical accuracy, harmony with the regional landscape, and integration with other
monuments.®

Through restoration, we are not only reviving the appearance of these monuments
but also renewing the historical consciousness of the people, their respect for their

® National Library of Uzbekistan. History of Independence of Uzbekistan [Electronic resource]. — URL:
https://nlib.uz (date of access: 28.03.2025).
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identity, and their sense of national pride. Historical monuments reveal the identity,
values, intellectual level, and cultural heritage of a nation. Therefore, during
restoration, every detail is carefully analyzed for its meaning, and each pattern is
reconstructed with great care. This work harmonizes international experience, local
traditions, and modern scientific achievements.

Preservation and Restoration of Historical Monuments

The preservation and restoration of historical monuments is an important and
responsible task for any society. Over time, monuments may deteriorate, lose their
appearance, or undergo changes due to natural disasters, human factors, and other
reasons. Therefore, preserving them in their driginal state and restoring them in
accordance with their authenticity requires.constant attention. These processes rely not
only on technical methods but also on scientific and historical research. Every detail,
the choice of materials, color harmony, and construction techniques are carefully
studied. The original state of the monument is--determined based on archival
documents, historical photographs, written- sources, and the memories of local
residents.

Preservation begins with thorough 'documentation. of the monument’s current
condition. Special expeditions and scientific teams.study the sites, examine the
condition of materials, and determine the extent of the damage. Based on these
findings, a restoration project is developed, and the restoration work is carried out by
experienced specialists. These efforts'combine .modern technologies with traditional
construction methods. In cases where  full-restoration is not possible, the most
important parts of the monument are conserved, -meaning they are stabilized in their
current state to prevent further deterioration.

Fidelity to the monument’s historical authenticity remains the main principle during
restoration. No modern decorations or materials should alter its original appearance.
Therefore, restoration work is conducted in/ collaboration with skilled restorers,
historians, archaeologists, and architects. This approach helps preserve the historical
integrity of the monument and ensures that it can be passed on to future generations in
its complete form.

In some cases, restoration is carried out as part of large-scale government
programs. For example, numerous historical sites in cities like Samarkand, Bukhara,
Termez, and Khiva have been restored according to presidential decrees. These
projects are implemented in line with international experience and recommendations.
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Preservation and restoration not only extend the life of historical monuments but
also enhance tourism potential, raise the prestige of the area, and increase public
awareness and appreciation of these sites. These monuments play a significant role in
fostering respect for history, encouraging hard work, and developing an aesthetic sense
in younger generations.

The Importance of Historical Monuments

Historical monuments are priceless cultural values that reflect the historical
development of every nation. They are living witnesses to the social, political,
religious, and cultural life of our ancestors. Through these monuments, people gain a
deeper understanding of their history, the values they-once upheld, and the victories
and trials their nation has experienced. Historical monuments encourage a nation to
respect its past and foster a sense of -patriotism, .pride, and dignity in younger
generations. They awaken a sense of national identity and appreciation in every
individual, which in turn strengthens splrltual unlty and cultural harmony within
society. '

In addition, monuments serve as crucial 'sources in“uncovering historical truths and
conducting scientific research. They- help scholars._explore past cultural layers,
lifestyles, labor practices, and social relations. Historical monuments also showcase
the development of architectural art. These structures reflect the stylistic and aesthetic
views of their time, as well as the capabilities of locally available building materials.
Each monument embodies the spirit of its era, the dreams of the people, their religious
beliefs, and principles of life.’

Historical monuments also play a significant role in the tourism sector. Foreign
visitors who come to our country are often.drawn by these sites, and through them,
their interest in Uzbekistan’s history, people;. and culture grows. This leads to positive
outcomes such as cultural exchange, economic benefits, job creation, and the
expansion of service industries. Every person who visits these sites is inspired by their
beauty, philosophy, and historical memory, gaining spiritual wealth. Monuments are
symbols of national memory, through which a people return to, understand, and value
their historical roots.

® Ministry of Economy and Finance of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Economic reforms in Uzbekistan since 1991
[Electronic resource]. — URL: https://mineconomy.uz (date of access: 28.03.2025).
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Therefore, preserving historical monuments and passing them on to future
generations is the duty of every citizen and every member of society. This is not
merely about protecting physical structures—it is about preserving our national spirit,
our identity, and our cultural heritage.

Legal Foundations for the Protection of Historical Monuments

The protection of historical monuments is considered one of the priority directions
of state policy. These monuments are not only architectural examples of their time but
also serve as vital carriers of the nation’s historical memory and cultural heritage.
Special attention is given to this issue in the Constitution of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, in laws regarding the protection of cultural heritage, and in presidential
decrees. In particular, the Law “On the Protection and Use of Cultural Heritage Sites”
adopted in 2009 outlines specific regulations for .identifying, registering, legally
safeguarding, efficiently utilizing, and restoring historical monuments.

Based on this law, each historical monument.is assigned a legal status and placed
under state protection. Factors such as the monument’s location, historical value,
physical condition, and other criteria are taken nto-account. Special state agencies and
local administrative bodies are responsible“for monitoring the condition of these sites,
preserving, documenting, and restoring them. In addition, there are legal consequences
for actions such as destruction, damage, or unauthorized alteration of these sites.

The legal and regulatory documents on the protection of historical monuments also
align with rules developed in cooperation with international organizations like
UNESCO, ensuring recognition at the global-level..Uzbekistan’s accession in 1993 to
the “Convention Concerning the Protection of-the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage” further strengthened responsibility and attention to this matter. Following
that, the historical centers of Samarkand,»Bukhara,“Khiva, and Shakhrisabz were
included in UNESCQO’s World Heritage List.

Furthermore, to increase respect for cultural heritage among youth, information
about historical monuments has been integrated into educational curricula. Awareness
efforts are carried out in schools, colleges, and higher education institutions. In the
field of heritage protection, non-governmental organizations, public groups, and civil
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society institutions also play an active role. They contribute not only as observers but
also as promoters and voluntary guardians of these monuments.™

Today, special funds, grants, and investments allocated by the state ensure that the
legal protection of historical monuments is implemented not only on paper but also in
practice. This serves to preserve history for future generations in a rich, complete, and
truthful manner.
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