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INTRODUCTION. Language acquisitionis.a complex process influenced by various
factors, including the learner's environment, individual differences, and the pedagogical
approaches employed by instructors. Among these factors, teacher talk—the verbal
interaction that occurs between teachers and.students—plays a crucial role in shaping the
language learning experience. This article aims-to. explore the impact of teacher talk on
learner language acquisition by examininghits definitions, characteristics, and the empirical
evidence surrounding its influence.

The significance of teacher talk has been Wldely recognized in language education, as it
not only conveys information but also models, language use and facilitates interaction.
Effective teacher talk can provide learners with exposure to the target language, scaffolding
support, and opportunities for meaningful communication. Conversely, ineffective teacher
talk may hinder language acquisition, leading to misunderstandings, disengagement, and
limited language development.

This article is structured as follows: Section 2 reviews the literature on teacher talk and
its theoretical foundations. Section 3 discusses the characteristics and functions of teacher
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talk in the classroom. Section 4 presents empirical studies demonstrating the impact of
teacher talk on learner language acquisition. Section 5 examines practical implications for
language educators. Finally, Section 6 concludes with recommendations for future research.

2. Literature Review

2.1 Definition of Teacher Talk

Teacher talk refers to the specific language used by teachers during classroom
interactions. It encompasses a range of verbal behaviors, including explanations, questions,
feedback, and classroom management discourse. The concept has been studied in various
contexts, including foreign language education, where the nature of teacher talk can
significantly influence learners’ linguistic outcomes,

2.2 Theoretical Framework

The impact of teacher talk can be understood through several theoretical lenses, including
sociocultural theory, interactionist theory, and communicative language teaching (CLT).
Sociocultural theory posits that learning-occurs through social interactions, where language
serves as a tool for cognitive development (Vygotsky, 1978). Interactionist theory
emphasizes the importance of input and interaction in fanguage acquisition, suggesting that
learner engagement with the language /modelled..by teachers is crucial for linguistic
development (Long, 1983).

3. Characteristics and Functions of Teacher Talk

3.1 Characteristics of Effective Teacher Talk

Effective teacher talk is characterized by clarity, relevance, and engagement. It should be
tailored to the proficiency level of the learners,.providing comprehensible input that is
slightly above their current capabilities,|(Krashen;<1982). Moreover, effective teacher talk
often includes repetition, rephrasing, and elaboration to-reinforce understanding.

3.2 Functions of Teacher Talk ,

Teacher talk serves multiple functions'in the language classroom, including:

o Providing Input: Teachers supply Iinguisfic input that learners can imitate and
internalize.

« Facilitating Interaction: Teacher talk creates opportunities for learners to interact,
negotiate meaning, and practice language use.

« Offering Feedback: Feedback from teachers helps learners understand their progress
and areas for improvement.

o Scaffolding Learning: Teacher talk can guide learners through complex tasks,
offering support that promotes independent learning.
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4. Empirical Studies on Teacher Talk and Language Acquisition

4.1 Studies Demonstrating Positive Impact

Several studies have demonstrated the positive impact of teacher talk on learner language
acquisition. For example, research by Tsui (1996) found that teachers who employed a
variety of questioning techniques and encouraged student responses significantly improved
learners’ speaking skills and confidence.

4.2 Studies Highlighting Ineffective Teacher Talk

Conversely, studies have also identified instances where ineffective teacher talk has
impeded learning. For instance, excessive teacher talk, or ‘teacher-centered’ discourse, can
limit student participation and lead to passive Iearning environments (Smith, 2004).

5. Practical Implications for Language Educators

5.1 Strategies for Effective Teacher Talk _

To maximize the impact of teacher talk, educators should:

o Use clear and concise language.

« Employ a variety of questioning techniques to foster interaction.

« Encourage student responses and participation:

«  Provide constructive feedback that focuses.on.bath accuracy and fluency.

5.2 Professional Development

Ongoing professional development can equip teachers with the skills needed to enhance
their talk in the classroom. Workshops focusing on interactive teaching strategies,
classroom discourse analysis, and effective feedback methods can be beneficial.

Conclusion

This article has examined the critical,role of teacher talk in learner language acquisition,
highlighting its characteristics, functions) and empirical evidence supporting its influence.
Effective teacher talk not only enhances language acquisition but also fosters a supportive
learning environment where learners can thrive., =

Future research should continue to explore the nuances of teacher talk across different
contexts, learner demographics, and technological advancements in language education. By
understanding and improving teacher talk, educators can better support their students'
language learning journeys.
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