
JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

Volume 3, Issue 4, October 2025                                           Online ISSN: 3030-3508 

https://spaceknowladge.com                                                    
=============================================================== 

 

=============================================================== 
Volume 3 Issue 4 [October  2025]                                                                            Pages | 

461 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIVE APPROACH IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING 

 

Toirova Shohida Kamolovna 

Samarqand State Institute of Foreign Languages, Department of English Language 

History and Grammar 

 

MAQOLA 

MALUMOTI 

ANNOTATSIYA: 

MAQOLA TARIXI: The Communicative Approach, often known as 

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), has 

become one of the most influential methodologies in 

the field of English language education. It 

emphasizes interaction and real communication as 

both the means and the ultimate goal of learning a 

language. Unlike traditional grammar-based 

methods, CLT encourages learners to use the 

language in authentic contexts to express ideas, 

exchange information, and solve problems. This 

article discusses the main principles, historical 

background, classroom techniques, advantages, and 

challenges of applying the communicative approach 

in English language teaching. It also examines the 

teacher’s role, the use of authentic materials, and 

the importance of motivation and learner-centered 

instruction in creating meaningful communication. 
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Language is primarily a tool for communication, and this simple truth lies at the heart of 

the Communicative Approach to English Language Teaching. Developed in the 1970s as a 

reaction against traditional grammar-translation and audio-lingual methods, the 

communicative approach shifted the focus of teaching from mastering structures to using 

language for real communication. This change represented a move from accuracy to 

fluency, from teacher-centered instruction to learner-centered interaction.  In the globalized 
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world, where English functions as a bridge between cultures, the ability to communicate 

effectively has become more valuable than the mere knowledge of grammar rules. 

Therefore, communicative teaching aims to develop students’ communicative competence 

— that is, their ability to use the language appropriately in different contexts. The 

communicative approach emerged in Europe during the late 1960s and early 1970s, inspired 

by the work of linguists such as Dell Hymes, who introduced the concept of communicative 

competence. Hymes argued that knowing a language means not only mastering its 

grammatical rules but also understanding how and when to use them appropriately in social 

situations. Later, researchers like Canale and Swain (1980) expanded this idea by 

identifying four main components of communicative competence: grammatical, 

sociolinguistic, discourse, and strategic competence. These concepts became the theoretical 

foundation for CLT, leading to a new wave of textbooks, syllabi, and classroom practices 

that emphasized communication over memorization. 

    Core Principles of the Communicative Approach. 

1. Focus on Communication: 

The main goal of learning a language is to communicate effectively in real-life 

situations. 

2. Learner-Centered Instruction: 

Students are active participants who construct their own knowledge through interaction 

and problem-solving activities. 

3. Authentic Materials: 

Newspapers, videos, songs, and real-life dialogues are used to expose learners to natural 

language use. 

4. Integration of the Four Skills: 

Listening, speaking, reading, and writing are taught together through communicative 

tasks. 

5. Error Tolerance: 

Mistakes are seen as a natural part of learning, and fluency is valued over immediate 

accuracy. 

6. Role of the Teacher: 

The teacher acts as a facilitator, guide, and participant rather than a traditional authority 

figure. 
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Classroom Techniques in CLT. Communicative classrooms use a variety of interactive 

activities that encourage real communication. Some commonly used techniques include:  

Role plays and simulations – allowing learners to practice real-life situations such as 

ordering food, asking for directions, or attending an interview. 

Information gap activities – where learners exchange information to complete a task, 

promoting negotiation of meaning. 

Group discussions and debates – enhancing students’ ability to express opinions and 

defend ideas. 

Project work – integrating reading, writing, speaking, and listening around a meaningful 

topic. 

Games and problem-solving tasks – making learning enjoyable and motivating while 

fostering spontaneous communication. 

    Advantages of the Communicative Approach. 

The communicative approach offers several pedagogical benefits: It increases student 

motivation by connecting learning with real-life needs. Learners develop fluency and 

confidence in using English naturally. It enhances social and cooperative skills through pair 

and group work. CLT promotes critical thinking and creativity, as students are encouraged 

to express personal ideas rather than repeat memorized patterns. It supports authentic 

language use, preparing learners for real communication beyond the classroom. 

    Challenges in Implementing CLT. 

Despite its many advantages, teachers often face challenges in applying the 

communicative approach, especially in large or traditional classrooms. Some common 

difficulties include: Limited time and resources to organize interactive activities. 

Examination systems that still emphasize grammar and accuracy over fluency. Teacher 

preparation, since many educators were trained in traditional methods. Student resistance, 

particularly among learners who are used to passive learning styles. 

To overcome these barriers, teachers should combine communicative techniques with 

appropriate grammar support, adapt activities to their classroom realities, and gradually 

encourage students to participate in more open-ended communication. 

   The Role of Teachers and Learners. 

 In the communicative classroom, the teacher’s role changes from an information 

provider to a facilitator and guide. Teachers create opportunities for communication, 

provide feedback, and support learners’ autonomy. Meanwhile, learners are expected to take 
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greater responsibility for their own learning, actively participating in discussions, projects, 

and self-assessment. This dynamic interaction between teacher and student fosters a more 

natural and engaging learning environment, where mistakes are viewed as opportunities to 

learn rather than failures. 

Conclusion. 

    The communicative approach has profoundly transformed English language teaching 

by placing communication at the center of learning. It prepares learners not only to know 

the language but also to use it meaningfully in real contexts. While challenges remain in 

implementing CLT, its principles — authenticity, interaction, learner involvement, and 

communicative competence — continue to guide modern language pedagogy around the 

world. For teachers, adopting the communicative approach means creating classrooms 

where English becomes not just a subject to study, but a living language to experience. 
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