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ANNOTATSIYA: 

MAQOLA TARIXI: In this paper, the pedagogical relevance of 

incorporating Social Networking Sites (SNS) in 

Second Language (L2) learning will be reviewed in 

detail. By understanding prominent sites such as 

Instagram, X, or TikTok not merely as sources of 

diversion but as social communication forums in 

reality, this analysis seeks to ensure that SNS can 

complement the process of second language 

acquisition in remarkable ways. These forums 

comprise easily accessible real-life input, encourage 

unplanned interactions, and ensure that the affective 

filter is overcome by most second language learners 

with increased ease. The integration of SNS in 

second language teaching and acquisition helps in 

the development of important skills such as 

pragmatic competence. 
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The advent of Web 2.0 technology has brought about social networking at the forefront 

of communication globally. In light of the fact that the basic objective of L2 education is to 

equip students with communication in real-life settings, the need to integrate the very 

technology these students already make heavy use of in day-to-day lives, namely Social 

Networking Sites (SNS), becomes a pedagogical necessity. Rather than perceiving mobile 

technology and connectivity as challenges in the classroom, modern pedagogy in language 
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teaching needs to harness the strengths of these technologies as tools for constant and varied 

exposure to target languages. 

By undertaking The application of SNS in L2 acquisition can find justification in 

important acquisition and development theories. 

1. The Provision of Authentic and Diverse Input 

Social media sites offer learners exposure to the kind of native speech usage in context, 

known as authentic input. Authentic input is essential in that it is very different from the 

kind of carefully controlled but simplified speech found in course textbooks (Richards, 

2017). By following native speakers in the target second language (L2) on social media sites 

such as Facebook “news feeds” or “discussions” pages, learners get exposed to different 

dialects, colloquial speech, and registers essential in developing rich schemata in the second 

language. The extent and range of exposure align with Krashen's theory of Comprehensible 

Input (CI) to ensure constant processing of language slightly beyond the learner's current 

grasp (Krashen, 1985). 

2. Enhancing Interaction and Negotiation of Meaning 

The SNS tools enable communication that can range from spontaneous to goal-oriented 

communication. The Interaction Hypothesis relates to this communication in that it states 

that effective acquisition of meaningful language can occur when the learner needs to 

negotiate and adjust the target language in order to eliminate any kind of misunderstanding 

that arises from the communication process (Long, 1996). Making a post or asking a 

question on such forums pushes the learner to produce meaningful output in order to 

overcome any misunderstanding in the output that lacks clarity. 

3. Affective Factors & Motivation 

The non-serious, peer-mediated nature of social media interactions can do so very 

effectively at overcoming the Affective Filter. The affective filter, frequently invoked by 

concerns about public embarrassment in the classroom, can easily be turned out of office 

through activity in familiar, non-evaluative environments (Arnold, 1999). Also, SNS 

immediately addresses Intrinsic Motivation Theory because it associates second language 

practice with other convincingly-presented social needs such that using an L2 can feel 

meaningful rather than obligatory. 

4. Development of Pragmatic and Sociocultural Competence 

An SNS context presents the challenge of rapidly having to understand and adjust to 

varying pragmatic norms dependent on the service, audience, and subject matter at hand. 
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For example, the pragmatic norms in formal postings on LinkedIn are much different than 

when posting comments about a TikTok video. An understanding of these subtleties, such 

as employing emoji, abbreviation, and politeness markers, is critical to achieving pragmatic 

competency (Canale & Swain, 1980). It improves fluency through rapidly responding 

linguistically to these instances. 

5.Fostering Learner Autonomy & Digital Literacy 

Integration of SNS encourages Learner Autonomy since it enables them to personalize 

their learning journeys (Benson, 2011). Students get to decide what to learn, with whom to 

engage, and how to use the learned language. It encourages Metacognition since they get to 

make decisions about the online resources and feedback they receive, and how they relate to 

achieving the language goals. At the same time, they acquire very important skills 

concerning digital literacy. 

Conclusion 

It is clear from the evidence that there is a strong need to integrate SNS into the teaching 

of an L2. Through authentic input, interaction, communication anxiety reduction, and 

pragmatic functional competency development, SNS presents an incredible opportunity for 

closing the theory and practice gap in languages from classroom to real-world experience. 

For prospective teachers, the task at hand is not how to prohibit these ever-present devices 

in the classroom but how to organize these digital interactions in such a manner as to make 

the technology a catalyst in achieving comprehensive Communicative Competence through 

effective acquisition.  
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