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An accent is the way a person or a group of, f)eople pronounces a language, which can be
distinct to a certain country, region, social class, or individual. It affects how words are
sounded out. Accents are often linked to where someone is from or their social background.
For instance, there are different regional accents within the same country, and there can be a
distinction between accents of native speakers and those of non-native speakers. If we take a
look at the accents in the UK, there are almost 40 different British accents and dialects that
sound very different from each other. The most well-known is Received Pronunciation
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(RP), which is classed as the “standard” British accent. Received Pronunciation (RP) is
often referred to as “Standard English” the “Queen’s English” or “BBC English”. RP is
considered to have the widest geographical distribution and the fewest regional peculiarities.
It was originally the pronunciation of educated speakers in southern England and
traditionally used in the public schools. It was also used at Oxford and Cambridge
universities and adopted by many speakers elsewhere and widely used in broadcasting.

Studying accents involves multiple complementary linguistic frameworks, primarily
phonetic and sociolinguistic approaches. Firstly, phonetic approach: from the phonetic
perspective, accents are analysed in. terms. of segmental (vowels, consonants) and
suprasegmental (intonation, rhythm, stress) features: Instrumental techniques—such as
acoustic measurements of vowel formants, Voice-quality analysis, and articulatory
imaging—enable researchers to map preeise pronunciation differences among speakers. For
example, studies of British varieties demonstrate how features such as glottal stops, vowel
shifts or final consonant weakening vary. regionally.-and socially. Secondly, Sociolinguistic
approach: this approach examines how people’s background, place of residence, social
class, age, gender, and group affiliation affect their accent. For example, in Britain, people
speak with different accents in different regibns —.a.reflection of their regional or social
background.

Having examined the main linguistic approaghes to studying accents, it is now important
to explore the diversity of British English accents and their social significance.

Over the centuries, the cockney accent has.become synonymous with working-class
London, specifically associated with the East-End of London. The Cockney dialect also
gave us rhyming slang, a humorous slang first used by cockneys in the east end of London
and now understood widely in London and throughout Britain. Invented in London in the
1840s by market traders, costermongers and. street hawkers, it was probably first used as a
language designed to disguise what was being said from passers-by.

The Northern Irish accent is quite a beautiful one, and a strong one too. The first thing
you’ll probably notice about Northern Irish is how many letters seem to be missing from
words when people speak it. For example, ‘Northern Irish’ is pronounced more like ‘Nor’n
Ir’sh’! They have a very tight, rigid mouth when they say ‘cow’, ‘now’, or ‘how’ and this
makes the sound shorter and less round than most other UK accents.

Scottish English is heavily influenced by the Gaelic language, which was, and still
sometimes is, spoken in certain areas of Scotland, as well as Norse languages from Viking
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invaders. Compared to standard English, the Scottish accent has a very different rhythm,
giving it a distinct sound. Scots use the sound ‘oo’ instead of ‘ow.” For example, ‘house’
sounds like ‘hoose’ and ‘about’ sounds like ‘aboot.” Scots also pronounce ‘eh’ as ‘ee’ so
you’ll hear them say ‘heed’ instead of ‘head.” Another interesting difference is that in
standard English ‘you’ is used as a singular and plural personal pronoun. In the Scottish
accent, ‘yous’ is used as a plural pronoun. For example, “Are yous okay?”

Wales has its very own language and it is very different to English. When Welsh people
speak English, their accent is instantly recognisable — they pronounce words like ‘Wales’ as
WEE-alss unlike the English, who pronounce it.- WAY -¢lls.

Accents are not only defined by differenees in pronunciation, but they are also associated
with social stereotypes. People are quick to make personal and social judgments when they
hear an accent. B

The most popular stereotypes associated with aceents in Britain are:

Received Pronunciation (RP): often perceived.as “eultured”, “educated”, “prestigious”. It
was previously associated with the elite and higher education and is often used in the media.

Regional accents (e.g. Northern, Cockney, Welsh): sometimes associated with “working-
class” or lower social status. These stereotypeé are.often shaped by historical and social
factors.

There has been little systematic description: of general attitudes to UK accents. In the
1970s, Howard Giles (1970) found that individuals attributed different levels of prestige and
social attractiveness to UK accents. For instance, he found Received Pronunciation (RP) to
be highly rated for both prestige and social-attractiveness. 35 years later, Coupland and
Bishop (2007) found very similar rankings of accents.

The chapter “Accent Bias” by Watt, Levon, and Hbury (The Routledge Handbook of
Linguistic Prescriptivism, 2020) provides-an in-depth“look at the influence of prescriptive
language ideology on accents in Britain. They argue that the perception of standard accents
as “correct,” “normal,” or “close to literary language” is a result of historically constructed
social power relations. The researchers explain the concept of “linguistic prestige” and
argue that the social superiority of RP and Southern English accents is linked to social class
and cultural capital.

t15

According to Monica Biernat'™> - people quickly form social stereotypes based on accents.

15 Monica Biernat (2003) “Toward a Broader View of Social Stereotyping”
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Cynthia Clopper!® - points out that regional and social factors are important in the
perception of accents.

Alice Paver!” - accents shape stereotypes about trustworthiness, education, and social
status. Research shows that accents not only define personal pronunciation, but also serve as
a means of social identification and stereotyping. For example, a Liverpool or Bradford
accent 1s often associated with criminal involvement, while an RP accent is associated with
wealth and trustworthiness.

One of the key figures in the study of accent is Braj Kachru: who is a pioneer in the study
of World Englishes, Kachru developed a model to-categorize and analyze the diverse
varieties of English spoken around the world.

Simmonds and Adank: Their work has delved into the neurological basis of how the
brain perceives and processes accented speech, and, how accent is acquired, particularly
through the lens of brain networks.

Sali Tagliamonte and William O'Grady; Their work is in the area of sociolinguistics,
which examines how social factors like region, class, and ethnicity influence accents.

In Uzbekistan, the study of English phonetics and accent variation has gained increasing
attention in recent years. Several local linguiéts have investigated how Uzbek learners
perceive and produce English sounds, especially those-associated with British and American
accents. 2

For instance, Temirova Hayotxon Bayramali'®' - Acoustic analysis of English
pronunciation errors among Uzbek learners, highlighting difficulty with unfamiliar vowel
and consonant contrasts.

Sidiqova Nozila Qakhramon!® - compared the“phonetic (sound) systems of the English
and Uzbek languages, differences in vowels, consonants, stress and intonation. Dialects of
the English language: Phonetic analysis-of Cockney and Scouse dialects analyzed the
phonetic aspects (pronunciation, stress, intonation) of the "Cockney" and "Scouse" dialects
of the English language.

16 Cynthia Clopper (2017) “Dialect Interference in Lexical Processing: Effects of Familiarity and Social Stereotypes”

17 Alice Paver (2025 year 17 january) “Stereotyped accent judgements in forensic contexts: listener perceptions of social
traits and types of behaviour”

18 Temirova Hayotxon Bayramali (2025) “Negative impact of local dialects on English pronunciation — in the eyes of
the world scientists”

1 Siddiqova Nozila Qakhramon (2025) "Comparative analysis of the phonetic system of the English and Uzbek
languages"
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Kucharova Feruza and Pulatova Dilsoz?° - examined the principles and methods of
pronunciation formation (i.e. pronunciation methodology) in English.

Overall, these studies indicate that while Uzbekistan has limited resources in
experimental phonetics, there is growing academic interest in English accent research. The
findings of local scholars not only contribute to understanding phonetic differences between
English and Uzbek but also offer practical insights for improving English pronunciation
teaching in the Uzbek context.

Studying accents is important not only for understanding pronunciation but also for
understanding people’s social identity. I realized .that accents are deeply connected to
history, culture, and social class, especially in the UK where RP is still viewed as
prestigious. Recognising these stereotypes helps us-avoid judging people unfairly based on
the way they speak. Phonetic and sociolinguistic approaches complement each other and
give a fuller picture of accent variation. [understood that in Uzbekistan, research on English
accents is growing, and this can really help learners improve their pronunciation. I think that
paying more attention to pronunciation practice in_schools and universities would make
English learning more effective. I also believe that every accent deserves respect because it
represents diversity and identity. b

In conclusion, accents in English, especially British,accents, not only reflect differences
in pronunciation, but also people’s social status and cultural background. Various linguistic
approaches have shown that accents ‘are not just @ matter of sound — they also reflect a
person’s identity, region, and place in society. For example, in the UK, Received
Pronunciation (RP) is usually associated with-the.¢lite and educated, while local regional
accents are often associated with the\common-people or working class. And also, in
Uzbekistan, there is a growing interest in,pronunciation and phonetics in English language
teaching. Local scholars are analyzing ‘the. pronunciation errors of Uzbek learners and
studying the differences in the acquisition of the English sound system. The results of these
studies show that phonetic exercises and attention to pronunciation can help students speak
English more correctly and naturally.

20 Kucharova Feruza and Pulatova Dilsoz (2024) "Principles of pronunciation formation in English"
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