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ANNOTATSIYA: 

MAQOLA TARIXI: This article compares the regulatory architecture 

underlying truck dispatch operations in the United 

States and the European Union, and argues that 

structural differences in compliance and liability 

regimes — not merely cultural or geographic 

differences — produce two functionally distinct 

dispatcher jobs. In the United States, dispatch 

compliance centers on the Electronic Logging Device 

(ELD) mandate under 49 CFR Part 395, which limits 

drivers to 11 hours of driving after 10 consecutive 

hours off duty within a 14-hour on-duty window, and 

on broker liability exposure, where property brokers 

and freight forwarders must hold a minimum $75,000 

bond or trust under 49 CFR Part 387 as of January 

16, 2026. In the European Union, dispatch 

compliance centers on the Smart Tachograph 

Generation 2 (G2V2), mandatory for heavy vehicles 

in international transport since August 18, 2025 and 

extending to light commercial vehicles between 2.5 

and 3.5 tonnes from July 1, 2026, combined with a 9-

hour daily driving limit and a cabotage regime that 

restricts a foreign-registered truck to three domestic 

operations within seven days of an international 

delivery, followed by a mandatory four-day cooling-

off period. These are not parallel rules describing the 

same underlying constraint: U.S. dispatch is 

organized around a single national duty-time ledger 

and post-hoc broker liability, while EU dispatch is 

organized around a country-by-country market-

access limit enforced in real time through automatic 

border-crossing detection. The article documents 

how each regime shapes a dispatcher's daily 

planning horizon, documentation burden, and risk 

exposure, and identifies four structural problems — 

fragmented EU enforcement data, U.S. broker bond 

inadequacy, LCV compliance-readiness gaps ahead 
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of the July 2026 EU deadline, and the absence of 

cross-continental dispatcher training standards — 

before proposing corresponding responses. 

What Distinguishes the U.S. and EU Dispatch Compliance Models? 

A truck dispatcher's core function — matching an available driver and vehicle to a load 

while staying inside legal duty-time and market-access limits — is nominally the same 

occupation on both continents. What differs is the regulatory object each system is built to 

constrain. United States federal trucking law, administered by the Federal Motor Carrier 

Safety Administration (FMCSA) under 49 CFR Part 395, is built around a single question: 

how many hours has this driver worked, and how many may they still legally work today. 

European Union law, administered through Regulation (EC) No 561/2006 as amended by 

the 2020 Mobility Package, answers a broader question that has no single U.S. equivalent: 

not only how many hours has this driver worked, but in which country, under whose 

national market-access rules, and for how many domestic-in-a-foreign-country jobs. 

This difference is not incidental. The United States is a single federal jurisdiction for 

interstate trucking purposes; a dispatcher moving a load from Ohio to Texas does not need 

to track a market-access limit tied to the state of Texas the way a European dispatcher must 

track a cabotage limit tied to Austria or Poland. The EU, by contrast, is 27 member states 

joined by a common transport market but retaining distinct national labor, wage, and 

market-access rules, which is precisely why cabotage — the right of a foreign-registered 

truck to perform domestic haulage inside another member state — required its own 

dedicated regulatory framework. The result is that U.S. dispatch compliance is 

fundamentally a duty-time and liability problem, while EU dispatch compliance is 

fundamentally a duty-time and market-access problem, and a dispatcher's daily task list on 

each continent reflects that difference directly. 

The U.S. Model: ELD-Anchored Hours of Service and Post-Hoc Broker Liability 

U.S. dispatch compliance runs on four core numeric limits under 49 CFR Part 395: an 

11-hour driving limit after 10 consecutive hours off duty, a 14-hour on-duty window 

measured from the start of the shift, a mandatory 30-minute break after 8 consecutive hours 

of driving, and 60-hour/70-hour weekly duty caps across a 7-day or 8-day cycle. These 

limits have not changed since the 2020 Final Rule, but enforcement infrastructure has 

tightened substantially in 2026. As of February 7, 2026, FMCSA authorizes roadside 

officers to place a driver immediately out of service if the truck's ELD has been removed 

from the agency's Registered ELD List, and in late 2025 FMCSA removed three ELD 

providers — PSS ELD, Black Bear ELD, and RT ELD Plus — from that list, with a 

compliance deadline of February 7, 2026 for affected carriers to replace their devices. 

The financial stakes attached to HOS/ELD compliance are direct and dispatcher-

relevant. A single HOS violation carries a civil penalty of up to $16,000, with exceeding the 
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11-hour driving limit specifically costing $500 to $1,000 and exceeding the 14-hour duty 

window costing $750 to $1,500. Beyond the immediate fine, every roadside violation feeds 

FMCSA's Compliance, Safety, Accountability (CSA) scoring system, where the effects 

compound: a major HOS violation carries 7 CSA points, and the resulting score depresses 

insurance pricing, broker qualification, and shipper access for 24 to 36 months after the 

incident, independent of the original civil penalty. One industry compliance estimate places 

the total cost of a serious HOS/ELD violation — combining the citation, roughly $264 per 

day of out-of-service revenue loss, towing, and the downstream insurance and CSA impact 

— well above the face-value fine alone. 

The second pillar of U.S. dispatch compliance, largely without a direct EU equivalent, 

is broker liability. Effective January 16, 2026, FMCSA strengthened the financial 

responsibility requirements for property brokers and freight forwarders under 49 CFR Part 

387, maintaining a minimum $75,000 bond or trust requirement while tightening the 

qualifying trust and bond structures brokers must use and clarifying carriers' ability to file 

claims against a broker's bond when the broker fails to pay. This rule matters to dispatch 

operations directly: a dispatcher deciding which broker to book a load through is now also 

making a financial-exposure decision, since carriers have access to a broker's bond status 

and can pursue a claim if payment fails. Broader civil liability exposure for brokers, 

following the Supreme Court's Montgomery v. Caribe decision, has additionally increased 

scrutiny around how carefully a broker vets the carrier it selects — a consideration that 

filters down into which broker relationships a dispatcher is instructed to prioritize. 

 

The EU Model: Tachograph-Verified Duty Time and Real-Time Cabotage 

Enforcement 

EU dispatch compliance is built on Regulation (EC) No 561/2006, which sets a 9-hour 

daily driving limit (extendable to 10 hours twice per week) and mandatory rest periods, 

verified through a tachograph device rather than a self-reporting ELD app. The compliance 

architecture has shifted substantially through 2025 and 2026 with the rollout of the Smart 

Tachograph Generation 2 (G2V2). As of August 18, 2025, all heavy-duty vehicles 

registered in the EU and operating outside their home member state must be fitted with 

G2V2, which automatically records border crossings, loading and unloading operations, and 

transmits data remotely to enforcement authorities equipped with matching roadside 

detection equipment purchased by member states before August 18, 2024. From July 1, 

2026, this requirement extends to light commercial vehicles between 2.5 and 3.5 tonnes 

used in international transport or cabotage — a category that includes many parcel, e-

commerce, and express delivery vans that were previously built specifically to stay below 

the 3.5-tonne heavy-vehicle threshold and avoid tachograph rules entirely. 

The EU's distinguishing compliance category, with no direct U.S. equivalent, is 

cabotage: the right of a foreign-registered truck to perform domestic (in-country) haulage 
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inside a member state other than its own. Under Regulation (EC) No 1072/2009 as amended 

by Regulation (EU) 2020/1055, a carrier may perform up to three domestic cabotage 

operations within seven days of an inbound international delivery, optionally spread across 

up to three different member states, after which a mandatory four-day cooling-off period 

applies before that same vehicle may perform cabotage again in that country. Since 21 

February 2022, this cooling-off period runs in calendar days, meaning weekends and public 

holidays can extend an effective four-day break to five, six, or even seven days of enforced 

downtime for a specific truck in a specific country. Cabotage accounted for 7.2 percent of 

EU international road freight in 2024, a penetration rate that climbed from 4.7 to 4.8 percent 

year on year, indicating the volume of freight actually subject to this planning constraint is 

substantial and growing. 

Enforcement of this limit is data-driven in a way U.S. HOS enforcement is not: G2V2's 

automatic recording of border crossings, combined with member-state remote detection 

equipment, allows authorities to reconstruct a vehicle's cabotage history without relying 

primarily on paper CMR consignment notes at roadside, though drivers are still required to 

carry a hard-copy Community licence and, where applicable, a driver attestation, since 

scanned or electronic copies are not accepted as valid documentation. Penalties for cabotage 

or posting-of-drivers violations vary sharply by member state and violation type, ranging 

from as little as €41 for a minor breach to more than €30,000 for tachograph tampering. 

Two Regimes: 

Dimension United States European Union 

Duty-time record ELD (Electronic Logging 

Device), federally mandated 

since December 2019 

Smart Tachograph 

Generation 2, phased in 2023–

2026 by vehicle class 

Daily driving 

limit 

11 hours after 10 

consecutive hours off duty 

9 hours (extendable to 10 

hours twice weekly) under 

Regulation 561/2006 

Duty window 14-hour on-duty window 

from start of shift 

No equivalent single 

window; governed by 

daily/weekly rest rules 

Cross-

border/domestic-in-

foreign-territory 

freight 

No cabotage restriction; 

broker liability governs 

interstate freight risk instead 

Cabotage capped at 3 

domestic operations in 7 days, 

then a 4-day cooling-off period 

Primary 

compliance risk for 

dispatch 

HOS/ELD violations feed 

FMCSA's CSA scoring 

system, affecting insurance and 

broker access for 24–36 

months 

Cabotage or posting-of-

drivers violations trigger per-

country fines from €41 to over 

€30,000 
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Intermediary 

liability 

Brokers/freight forwarders 

must hold a minimum $75,000 

bond or trust under 49 CFR 

Part 387; broker selection is a 

growing litigation exposure 

Liability runs through the 

Community licence and 

country-of-establishment rules 

rather than a bonded broker 

model 

 

The practical consequence of these differences is that a U.S. dispatcher's daily planning 

horizon is built around a single number — remaining hours on a driver's 11/14/70-hour 

clock — combined with a broker-vetting decision made largely once per relationship rather 

than once per load. A European dispatcher's planning horizon must simultaneously track a 

driver's 9-hour daily limit, the truck's position within its 3-in-7 cabotage allowance in a 

specific country, whether that allowance is about to trigger a 4-day cooling-off period that 

removes the truck from service in that market, and whether the vehicle's G2V2 device is 

correctly logging border crossings that will later be checked against the CMR paperwork. 

The EU dispatcher is, in effect, running a multi-jurisdictional capacity-allocation problem 

on top of the duty-time problem that is the entirety of the U.S. dispatcher's regulatory task. 

This does not mean EU dispatch is more difficult in an unqualified sense — U.S. 

dispatchers absorb a comparable planning burden through the broker-liability and CSA-

score channel, since a single mishandled HOS violation can restrict a carrier's shipper access 

for two to three years, a consequence with no precise cabotage analogue. What the 

comparison shows is that the two systems distribute compliance risk differently across time: 

U.S. risk is concentrated at the moment of a roadside inspection and then compounds slowly 

through the CSA scoring system over subsequent years, while EU risk is concentrated in 

continuous, real-time market-access accounting that a dispatcher must recalculate before 

every cross-border load is assigned. 

Current Problems in Cross-Continental Dispatch Compliance 

1. “Fragmented, Country-by-Country Cabotage Enforcement Data” 

Because cabotage penalties and interpretation vary by member state — ranging from 

€41 to over €30,000 for comparable categories of violation — and because the 4-day 

cooling-off calculation itself varies with each country's weekend and public-holiday 

calendar, a dispatcher planning a multi-country European route cannot rely on a single EU-

wide compliance reference. This fragmentation is a structural feature of the regulation rather 

than an administrative oversight, but it means EU dispatch training and software tooling 

must be maintained on a per-country basis in a way that U.S. federal HOS compliance, 

applied uniformly across all fifty states, does not require. 

2. “The $75,000 U.S. Broker Bond May Not Match Actual Claim Exposure” 

The minimum broker/freight-forwarder bond or trust requirement under 49 CFR Part 

387 was strengthened effective January 16, 2026, but the underlying $75,000 minimum — a 

figure FMCSA has discussed raising but has not yet changed — predates the scale of 
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modern freight transactions, where a single truckload claim can exceed that bond amount on 

its own. A dispatcher relying on broker bond status as a risk signal when choosing which 

broker to book through is working with a financial-responsibility figure that has not been 

recalibrated to current claim sizes, leaving a gap between the compliance signal available to 

dispatch and the actual financial protection it represents. 

3. “Light Commercial Vehicle Operators Face a Compressed Compliance Runway 

Before July 2026” 

Operators of vans between 2.5 and 3.5 tonnes used in international transport or 

cabotage — a category historically built specifically to avoid heavy-vehicle tachograph 

rules — must be G2V2-equipped and have driver scheduling, break planning, and rest-time 

processes in place by July 1, 2026. Industry guidance describes the realistic retrofit and 

process timeline as 6 to 8 weeks including authorized-workshop scheduling, driver-card 

issuance, staff training, and compliant planning software, meaning operators who had not 

begun preparation by roughly mid-May 2026 were already working against a compressed 

runway, with workshop capacity reported as tightening as the deadline approached. 

4. “No Common Training Standard for Dispatchers Managing Cross-Continental 

or Mixed Fleets” 

Freight brokerages and third-party logistics providers increasingly manage carrier 

relationships spanning both the U.S. and EU markets, yet no standardized cross-continental 

dispatcher training curriculum currently addresses both the ELD/CSA-driven U.S. 

compliance model and the tachograph/cabotage-driven EU model within a single 

framework. A dispatcher trained exclusively in U.S. HOS compliance who is assigned to 

support a European lane, or vice versa, must acquire the second regulatory framework 

informally, which introduces avoidable compliance risk precisely at the operational seams 

where the two systems intersect — for example, in transatlantic freight-forwarding 

operations that hand off a shipment from a U.S. drayage leg to a European final-mile 

cabotage leg. 

Solutions and the Path Forward 

Four responses correspond to the problems identified above. First, EU-facing dispatch 

software and training materials should maintain a per-country cabotage reference table — 

covering the cooling-off calendar adjustments, documentation requirements, and penalty 

ranges for each member state a carrier regularly operates in — rather than relying on a 

single generalized EU summary, since the ScienceDirect and IRU analyses of the three-in-

seven rule both confirm that its practical impact varies meaningfully by member state 

geography and trade pattern. 

Second, carriers and dispatch operations should treat the $75,000 U.S. broker bond as a 

floor rather than a sufficient risk signal, supplementing it with independent verification of a 

broker's claims history and, where load values warrant it, requiring supplemental cargo or 
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contingent-liability coverage before booking through a broker whose bond alone would not 

cover a plausible claim on a high-value load. 

Third, operators of 2.5-to-3.5-tonne vans used internationally should treat the 6-to-8-

week G2V2 retrofit and process-adoption window as a hard planning constraint, starting 

workshop scheduling and driver-card issuance no later than Q1 or Q2 2026 rather than 

closer to the July 1 deadline, given documented workshop-capacity tightening as the 

deadline nears. 

Fourth, brokerages and third-party logistics providers managing mixed U.S.-EU carrier 

networks should develop a combined dispatcher training module that treats ELD/CSA 

compliance and tachograph/cabotage compliance as two halves of a single cross-continental 

curriculum, particularly for dispatch staff involved in transatlantic freight handoffs, in order 

to close the training gap identified as the fourth structural problem above. 

Conclusion 

The comparison developed in this article shows that U.S. and EU truck dispatching are 

not the same occupation operating under different paperwork, but two structurally distinct 

compliance disciplines shaped by the underlying transport-market architecture of each 

continent. U.S. dispatch is organized around a single federal duty-time ledger — the 11-

hour/14-hour/70-hour ELD-verified clock — paired with a broker-liability regime built on a 

$75,000 bond minimum and a compounding CSA-score consequence that plays out over 24 

to 36 months. EU dispatch is organized around the same duty-time discipline at a stricter 9-

hour daily limit, layered with a real-time, tachograph-verified, country-by-country market-

access constraint — the 3-in-7 cabotage rule and its 4-day cooling-off period — that has no 

U.S. equivalent and that a European dispatcher must recalculate before every cross-border 

load assignment. Both systems are tightening rather than stabilizing through 2026: U.S. 

enforcement is intensifying through stricter ELD-list policing and strengthened broker 

bonding rules, while EU enforcement is expanding in scope to bring light commercial 

vehicles under tachograph and cabotage rules for the first time from July 2026. A 

dispatcher, or a dispatch operation, working across both markets cannot treat one regulatory 

framework as a template for the other; the daily workflow, documentation burden, and risk 

calculus each system demands are genuinely different, and closing the training and tooling 

gap between them is the structural task this article identifies as unresolved. 

 

REFERENCES: 

 

1. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration. 49 CFR Part 395, Hours of Service of 

Drivers. 

2. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration. 49 CFR Part 387, Minimum Levels of 

Financial Responsibility for Motor Carriers, Property Brokers, and Freight Forwarders — 

Final Rule effective January 16, 2026. 

https://spaceknowladge.com/


JOURNAL OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, MODERN VIEWS AND INNOVATIONS 

Volume 3, September 2026                                          https://spaceknowladge.com   
=============================================================== 

=============================================================== 
Volume 3 Issue 3 [September 2026]                                                              Pages | 26 

 

3. Truck Inspection & Maintenance. “FMCSA Hours of Service Rules Explained” 

(2026). 

4. Truck Dispatch Experts. “FMCSA Rule Changes 2026: Complete Carrier Guide” 

(2026). 

5. Max Dispatch Service. “New Laws for Truckers: 10 FMCSA Rules [2026 Guide]” 

(2026). 

6. Birmingham Freightliner. “FMCSA 2026 Changes: What Trucking Fleets Need to 

Know” (2026). 

7. Marquee Insurance Group. “HOS Violations and ELD Compliance: What to Know in 

2026” (2026). 

8. European Commission, Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport. “Stronger 

and More Unified Enforcement of EU Rules in International Road Transport as Smart 

Tachograph Retrofit Phase Concludes for Heavy-Duty Vehicles” (19 August 2025). 

9. European Commission, Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport. “Questions 

and Answers on Tachograph Provisions of Mobility Package 1.” 

10. European Commission, Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport. “Rules on 

Cabotage as Applicable from 21 February 2022.” 

11. Regulation (EC) No 561/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council, as 

amended by Regulation (EU) 2020/1054. 

12. Regulation (EC) No 1072/2009 on Common Rules for Access to the International 

Road Haulage Market, as amended by Regulation (EU) 2020/1055. 

13. IRU — International Road Transport Union. “Market Access for Road Freight 

Transport: The EU's Mobility Package.” 

14. Logifie. “Cabotage Rules in Europe: The Carrier's Guide” (2026). 

15. Queclink. “EU Mobility Package and Tachograph Requirements: What Fleet 

Operators Need to Know in 2026” (2026). 

16. Optivo Logistics. “Tachograph on Vans July 2026: Rules and Setup” (2026). 

17. Transconnect. “Cabotage Explained: EU Rules and What They Cost You” (2026). 

18. ScienceDirect / Journal of Transport Geography. “EU's 'Three-in-Seven' Road 

Haulage Cabotage Rule — Impact Imbalances Across Member States and the Geography” 

(2024). 

19. trans.info. “Cabotage in Europe: Rules and Risks” (2025). 

 

https://spaceknowladge.com/

